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Expert Meeting
“Consolidating the Evidence Base of Children Born of War”
Central Archive for Empirical Social Research at the University of Cologne, 7-8 December 2006

Address: 

Zentralarchiv für Empirische Sozialforschung, Liliencron Str. 6, conference room, 3rd floor (map)
Introduction
In addition to military consequences wars often have major effects on the civil population. A topic often forgotten in this context is that of the fate and dealings with the so-called war children whose suffering often starts after the war has formally ended. War children are children born of war who receive a stigma as a result of being born by women who had a relationship with enemy or allied soldiers or children born as a result of politicised violence/rape used as sexualised war strategy. 
The aim of this meeting is to gather scientists and practitioners from different disciplines and countries working on the topic of children born of war or closely related areas. Many of the participants work within the area of children born of war focusing on different regions, historical contexts, using different methodological methods and so on. It appears that bringing together evidence from different individuals will contribute to new insights. Thus, although differences between children born of war, the historical and regional settings exist in which they grow up, preliminary results indicate that similarities may be found. A more systematic compilation and exchange of knowledge acquired so far might facilitate finding a common denominator for dealing with war children which might be helpful both at the scientific and political level in order to facilitate helping these children born in future wars and conflicts. 

Thursday December 7:
Arrival/ Hotel check-in
Hotel Leonet, Rubensstrasse 33, 50676 Köln, phone: +49-221-272300 (Show map)
14.00

Welcome (Stein Ugelvik Larsen )
14.15
Children born of war: Definition, data and aim of research – some suggestions (Ingvill C. Mochmann)
Children born of war: Some evidence from past and present conflicts 

14.45
War children situation as grown ups: Some results from empirical surveys in Denmark, Norway and the Netherlands (Stein Ugelvik Larsen)
15.15
Between “racial consciousness” and fantasies of potency: Nazi politics towards the children of German men and local women in Eastern Europe, 1941-1945 (Regina Mühlhäuser)
15.45
Coffee break
16.15
Children born of rape in Bosnia (Marijana Senjak or colleague)
16.45
Challenges of Integration of children born of abducted girls by the Lord’s Resistance Army (rebels) in Northern Uganda (Eunice Apio) 
17.15

Discussion
18.00
Visit to the “Christmas market at the Cathedral”
19.00

Dinner at the traditional Cologne brewery “Früh am Dom”



Friday December 8:

Personal and legal interests of children born of war
9.30
The cumbersome road of tracing and contacting family members of children born of war (Josef Focks)
10.10
Paternity – a private or public matter? A discussion based on experiences with Danish war children (Arne Øland) 
10.40
Securing the rights of children born of war: Can the UN draft policy on the rights of children fathered by UN personnel serve as best practice (Kerry Neal)   
11.10

Coffee break

11.30
Protecting children born of war: An agenda for the Child Rights Network (Charli Carpenter)
12.00
Discussion and Summing up: Defining the research agenda for future international and interdisciplinary collaboration on children born of war 

12.45

Lunch at “Faro’s Italian Restaurant”
End of meeting 
Preliminary list of participants:

Eunice Apio, Lira, Uganda (6.12-9.12.)
Jasna Balorda, University of Sarajevo's Institute for Research on War Crimes and Genocide, Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina.(6.12.-9.12) 
Charli R. Carpenter, Graduate School of Public and International Affairs, University of Pittsburgh, U.S.A. (6.12.-10.12)
Ebba Drolshagen, Frankfurt, Germany. (6.12.-9.12) 
Josef Focks, Holzweiler-Grafschaft, Germany (7.12.-9.12)
Elna Johnsen, War and Children Identity Project, Bergen, Norway (7.12.-10.12). 
Stein Ugelvik Larsen, Department of Comparative Politics, University of Bergen, Norway. (7.12.-9.12.)
Ingvill C. Mochmann, Central Archive for Empirical Social Research at the University of Cologne, Germany. 
Regina Mühlhäuser, Hamburger Institute for Social Research, Hamburg, Germany. (7.12.-8.12.)
Kerry L. Neal, Project Officer, Inclusive Basic and Child Protection Services and Policy, UNICEF, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina (7.12-8.12).

Arne Øland, Danish organisation for war children, Randers, Denmark. (6.12-10.12) 
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